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Bias In Teaching Medical Interventions  

(60 mins) 

 

Using PowerPoint to Make Your Presentations Pop!  

(30 mins) 



2011 Report 
(Great Starts, PALS Doulas, PEPS) 

1. Instructor bias 

2. Medical interventions 

3. Classroom experience 











Survey says…. 





= Great Starts CBEs 

= Other CBEs 



Learning Task 

 

1. 1 minute - Get into groups of 3 

2. 4 minutes - Review survey results   

3. 1 minute - Circle results that indicate 

potential bias 

4. 1 minute – Share your results with one 

other group 









Medical Interventions 



Medical Interventions 

Can class members discern 

between routine and medically 

indicated interventions? 

Are class members taught 

frameworks for Informed 

decision-making? 



Medical Interventions 

 

 

Unrealistic expectations? 

Necessary or medically indicated 

interventions? 

 

 





Reducing negative affects of classroom bias 
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Typical Western Medical Care Provider 



Making Informed Decisions 

(and Refusals) 



Make sure you know what 

the problem is… 

What problem are we trying to fix? 

 

Is this a problem that is happening now or 

a potential future problem?  How likely is 

that to happen? 



Understand the benefits.. 

What is the intended outcome of the 

treatment? 

How likely is it to work? 

How does it work? 



Understand the risks… 

What are the risks or trade-offs? 

What if it doesn’t work? 

How does it work? 



Understand the alternatives 

How do other care providers treat this? 

What are all the alternative treatments? 

What happens if I do nothing?   

Is expectant management an option? 



Making a decision/refusal 

How much time to I have to decide? 

May I have time to think? 

What does my intuition tell me? 

Describe your values and medical mindset. 





Induction at 40 weeks to prevent still birth after 41 weeks 



Induction at 40 weeks to prevent still birth after 41 weeks 

Kim – Neither – I am neutral 

Kim – Neither – I am neutral 

Kim – I’ll avoid inducing labor until 41 weeks. 





Elements of a satisfying birth 



Optimal, population-level evidence 

What happens at the birth place 

Individual values & variability of 

childbirth 

Always discuss: 



The End 

 

Thank You! 

 

 

Now..onwards to PowerPoint! 


